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Preface

Conservation and development of minerals other than fuel, atomic and minor
minerals in the country is the cardinal function of Indian Bureau of Mines. For achieving
this objective, it pursues multi-faceted efforts in both statutory and non-statutory modems.
One such effort is the publication of monographs, etc. relating to mining, mineral beneficiation,
mineral-based industries with the objective to disseminate much-needed current
information in a processed and analysed format to the mineral industry in particular. A vast
deal of current information and data on mineral production, resources, etc. available
exclusively with IBM, are further reinforced into these publications, thus elevating the
publications’ utilities. '

[ron ore is a steel input mineral which assumes a pride of place in the industrial
milieu of the country. Realizing this importance, the first edition on ‘Iron Ore Monograph’
was brought out in 1972. Subsequent developments in resource identification, production,
trade and the mostimportantly the Govt.’s liberalised policy on investment in mining sector,
have all accelerated, or rather impelled the need to fast bring out, yet another edition. Thus,
the genesis of this edition in 1997.

The manuscripts for this publication were finalised in late 1996, and then taken up
for printing in 1997. In the final stages of printing, the latest data on Indian Iron Ore
Production 1996-97 became available and were included as ‘Addenda’ along with World
Iron Production for 1991-1995. With this, the essential data contents have by and large been
updated in the publication. -

The Monograph provides comprehensive information on geology, prospecting,
exploration, Indian and World deposits and resources, mining, beneficiation, uses,
specifications and consumption, trade, future prospects and world review apart from due
coverage on environmental aspects of mining of iron ore in the country.

Indian iron ore, being generally of superior quality, proper utilisation thereof assumes
greaterimportance. After meeting domestic requirement, the export of iron ore was of the order
of 26 million tonnes during 1994-95 mainly to Japan, Korea and China. It should be the national
endeavour to utilise the excellent iron ore resources of the country in ever-increasing quantities
for improving the domestic steel production.

India is in a very comfortable position with regard to the reserves of iron ore. In view
of the distinct advantages of having low cost raw material with variety of grades of iron ore,
- Indian steel industry has bright future to harness the natural resources to our competitive
advantage.

This Monograph is intended primarily for dissemination of information to the
producers, exporters, consumers, industrialists, research scholars and as a useful reference
material for government departments dealing with mines, minerals, iron and steel
metallurgy in the country.

Nagpur A.N. BOSE
19th September 1997 ' Ag.Controller-General
INDIAN BUREAU OF MINES
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